
United States Department of Agriculture

Using the Automated Commercial 

Environment (ACE) to Submit APHIS-Required 

Import Data for Seeds not for Planting

March 3, 2020



United States Department of Agriculture



United States Department of Agriculture



United States Department of Agriculture



United States Department of Agriculture

Data Elements That "Drive" the Message Set

▪ HTS Code

▪ Government Agency Code: APH

▪ APHIS Program Code: APQ

▪ Government Agency Processing Code: A01

▪ Requirement for PG05: Genus and Species

▪ PG 10:

▪ Category Type Code: AP0500 (Seeds not for 

Planting)

▪ Category Code: 501 (Seeds not for Planting) and 

502 (Seeds for Protecting)

▪ Commodity Characterisitcs

▪ LPCO Type and Identifier (Number)

▪ Country of origin and/or export

▪ Permitted Destination Address
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PPQ 587

▪ Enter permit #, Type, 

and details in PGA 

message set.

▪ Enter commodity type 

and number, importer 

address, destination 

address, and country 

of origin in PGA 

message set



United States Department of Agriculture

Phytosanitary Certificate

• Must submit in original, 

paper form

• Enter the certificate 

number in ACE
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Example: Soybeans 

• PG01 – Agency Key Indicators

▪ Government Agency Code: APH

▪ Program Code: APQ

▪ Processing code: A01

▪ Electronic Image Submitted: Y

▪ Intended Use Code: 010.000

▪ Confidentiality Indicator: Y

• PG02 - Item Type: P

• PG05 – Species Information

▪ Genus Name: Glycine 

▪ Species Name: max
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Example: Soybeans 

• PG06 – Country of Origin

▪ Source Type Code: HRV

▪ Country Code: IN

• PG10 – Commodity Characteristic Information

▪ Category Type Code: AP0500

▪ Category Code: 501

▪ Qualifier Code: A51

▪ Characteristic Qualifier: BUL
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Example: Soybeans 

• PG13/14 –LPCO Information

▪ LPCO Type: A01 – Phytosanitary Certificate

▪ Date Qualifier: 3

▪ Transaction Type: 1

• PG17 – Wildlife Commodity Information

▪ Common Name: Soybean
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Example: Soybeans

• PG 19/20 – Entity information

▪ Ultimate Consignee – UC

o The party to whom the overseas shipper consigned the 

imported merchandise or

o If the merchandise has not been sold at time of entry release 

the proprietor of the U.S. premises to which the merchandise 

is to be delivered. 

o Party who has been designated on the invoice as the final 

recipient

▪ Customs Broker or Importer – CB or IM

▪ Permit holder - LPCO authorized party (LAP)
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Example: Soybeans

• PG26 – Packing Information

▪ Packing Qualifier: 1

▪ Quantity and Unit of Measure: KG

• PG27 – Container Information

• PG30 

▪ Inspection Status: I

▪ Arrival Location Code: 2

▪ Arrival Location: Port Code of Arrival

• PF32 – Routing Information

▪ Routing Type: 198

▪ Routing Country Code: IN
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Example: Faba Beans (from France Transshipping 

Canada)

• PG01 - APH, APQ, A01 with intended use of 230.00

• PG02 - P

• PG05 - Vicia faba

• PG06 - Report source type code of HRV country FR

• PG06 - Processing code MB001

• PG10 - AP0500, 501 and WHS

• PG13/14 – Report Permit and Phytosanitary Certificate

• PG17 – Faba Bean

• PG19/20 - Continue to report the appropriate CB or IM, UC, LAP 

• PG26 - In this case inner most package is 1 and the count KG

• PG30 - I, 2 and location reported as port code

• PG32- 198, FR Repeat for transshipment 13, CA
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Example: Coconut from Costa Rica

• PG01 - APH, APQ, A01 with intended use of 230.00

• PG02 - P

• PG05 – Cocos Nucifera

• PG06 - Report source type code of HRV country CR

• PG10 - AP0500, 501 and WHM

• PG13/14 – Report Permit and Phytosanitary Certificate

• PG17 – Coconut

• PG19/20 - Continue to report the appropriate CB or IM, UC, LAP 

• PG26 - In this case inner most package is 1 and the count KG

• PG30 - I, 2 and location reported as port code

• PG32- 198, CR
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Guidance: Flagging - Disclaims

• APHIS HTS flagging is based on the tariff code description, 

including explanatory notes

• Country or commodity-specific restrictions may not require an LPCO

• Tariff code flagging cannot account for country or commodity-

specific restrictions

• If No LPCO is required: 

• Disclaim Code A (not regulated) or B (data not required as per 

PGA guidance)

– OR

• File a message set

Even with Disclaim, filers can also submit DIS document to support 

disclaim if you choose not to file PGA data. Example: country of 

origin certificate or ingredients list.



United States Department of Agriculture

Additional Resources

• Contact ACE.ITDS@usda.gov regarding APHIS Core 

Message Set

• More guidance available on the APHIS ACE Website 

(www.aphis.usda.gov/ace)

– Exemptions

– Entry types where APHIS Core flagging is enforced

– Full list of CBP Appendices referenced for APHIS 

Core Message Set

• APHIS’ Import/Export web page

mailto:ACE.ITDS@usda.gov
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ace
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/importexport

